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A NEW YEAR ON THE HORIZON!

LET’S MAKE IT
COUNT!

DEAR COLLEAGUES,

ANOTHER WONDERFUL YEAR TOGETHER HAS PASSED. 2016
WAS FULL OF EXCITEMENTS, CHALLENGES AND SUCCESSFUL
STORIES. IT WAS A WONDERFUL JOURNEY WE WOULD LIKE
TO THANK YOU FOR AND EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE FOR YOUR
DEDICATION, ENTHUSIASM AND SUPPORT!
MAY THE NEW 2017 BE EVEN BETTER AND FILLED WITH JOY,
GRATIFICATION AND NEW EXCITEMENTS!

WELCOME TO
THE NEW TEAMS

Questers Team
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We are glad to announce the expansion of
Version 1’s team at Questers. The company
is one of the fastest growing IT services
companies in Western Europe and a recognised
leader in implementing Oracle, Microsoft and
AWS technologies. Being an award-winning
company who provides world class customer
service they think big and hire great people.

More about Version 1 can be found at
www.version1.com

We are also very excited to introduce our new
partners from 6Scan who are expanding to
Bulgaria with the support of Questers and
to welcome their team members onboard.
6Scan are an innovative company with strong
expertise in the field of cyber security.

Their mission is to reverse the rising trend of
successful website hacks, making the Internet
a safer place for website owners as well as for
users.
You can find out more about 6Scan at
www.6scan.com
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Our recruitment team is actively looking for
experienced .Net Developers to join them in
the first quarter of the new year, so in case you
know someone suitable make sure you drop a
line to recommend@questersgroup.com
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TECH MEETUP:

ROBOTICS, 3D
COMPUTER VISION
& THE FUTURE OF
WAREHOUSING AT
OCADO

BEER,
PIZZA &
VJUG24
On 27th of September we have joined another big
tech event. VJUG24 was the world’s first virtual Java
conference. It was divided into 24 contiguous onehour sessions and streamed online. Together with
our friends from BGJUG and Ocado Technology we
gathered some java maniacs and enjoyed the sessions
on a big screen in our qClub over a cold beer.

On 15th of September in qClub once again we’ve organised an exciting Tech
Meetup in collaboration with our friends from Ocado Technology. We dived
into the depths of the robotics and 3D computer vision with our guests Alex
Harvey and Graham Deacon – team leaders at Ocado. They have provided an
overview of the company’s vision for the future, have revealed some of the
keys to their success and also some projects they were currently working on.

THE AUTOMATION
USED TO FULFIL
OCADO'S CUSTOMER
ORDERS
In November, another joint tech meetup with our partners from Ocado
Technology took place. This time the event was dedicated to the automation
systems Ocado uses to fulfil customer orders. Our guest speakers Matt
Soane, Thomas Robb and Dean Sutton explained why is automation important
to Ocado, guided us through the evolution stages the company has been
through and gave us insights about the technical challenges and excitements
their team is facing while automating the processes.
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BEYOND THE KEYBOARD

NEXT LEVEL FEEDBACK

HOW TO MOTIVATE
OTHERS
“What’s your favourite cartoon character?” - a question as simple as that
can help you better understand the people you are working with in order
to motivate them and develop their potential. This and a lot more useful
tips were presented on 25th of October by Mark J. de Turck, an experienced
business coach, in our Beyond the keyboard training session.
The aim of the seminar was to reveal some simple technics on the motivation
of others, application of the Am-Do-Have formula for success in work and
life, and application of the power of emotions to attract and retain talent.
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LET’S (TECH) RUN!
C: 79
M: 0
Y: 100
K: 75

Running has never failed to give great end results
and that’s why we can’t stop going back for more.
As we’ve announced earlier this year together
with our friends from Running Club Begach
we have started the TechRun – an amateur
running championship open to professionals in
the tech, science, media and finance industries
in Bulgaria. Through the league, we are aiming
to support various educational causes and of
course to popularize running amongst science
and technology industries. So here’s more about
the last two races for the year.

R: 0
G: 71
B: 18

HEX: #004712

The second edition of our Charity Pub Quiz was
even more successful than the first one. On
10th of November we’ve gathered more than
60 Questers enthusiasts, grouped in 8 teams
in our brand new qClub. We had many curious
questions, cool prizes, delicious food, a lot of
drinks and of course - wonderful time. With the

generosity of all of the participants, we were able
to collect a 4-digit amount for the charity Teach
for Bulgaria, which was doubled by Questers.
Let us congratulate the MIRACL team who won
the bragging rights for the second time and
defended their trophy from fierce competition!

MORNING RUN
On 30th of October the Renault Morning Run took
place for the 5th consecutive year and was part of
the TechRun initiative. Our team had a lot of fun,
run more than 60km in total and contributed with
raising money for the cause of the tournament.

THE BIG TECH RUN
The final race of our running tournament took
place on 20th of November in Sofia Tech Park. We
are proud of gathering more than 350 participants
full of energy and passion for running. 25% of
the taxes went for monthly financial support of
5 teachers from the charity organisation Teach
for Bulgaria.

KEEN ON RUNNING?
JOIN OUR RUNNING CLUB.
Drop us a line at hr@questersgroup.com to get introduced to the other running maniacs in Questers!
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WHAT ELSE?

HELPING BULGARIAN IT
COMMUNITY GROW
In order to attract new talent to the technology sector and to help
them find their passion for coding, we’ve supported a variety of
tech events in the last quarter of the year.

RAILS GIRLS SOFIA
This weekend seminar is one of our favourite events which we are supporting for
a 3rd consecutive year. The workshop’s aim is to open up technology and make it
more approachable for women. More than 100 girls and 50 mentors were involved
in this year’s activities in the last weekend of October.

In November and December we have hosted two more workshops
in our brand new qClub aiming at motivating more people to get
involved with technology and programming.

VRATSA CODE WEEK
In the weekend on 22nd and 23rd of October Vratsa was coding.
The workshop was organised by Vratsa Software with the
support of Questers as part of the European CodeWeek. The
local event gathered more than 200 people and provided them
with basic knowledge and interesting practical exercises on
programming.

DJANGO GIRLS SOFIA
On November 12 we had the pleasure to host the first ever Django Girls workshop
for Bulgaria in our brand new office. As a result, more than 30 young women took
part in the event and developed their first software applications using Python,
Django, HTML and CSS. Django Girls is an international non-profit movement that
supports the organisation of free programming workshops for women around
the world and the creation of open source online tutorials. Since 2014 more than
7700 young women have taken part in the DjangoGirls events around the world.

CODER DOJO
Later on, on December the 10th we celebrated the Hour of Code by hosting a Coder
Dojo workshop for children. Almost 40 kids were involved in the activities in order
to learn how to code and develop their first game application in an informal,
creative and social environment. Coder Dojo is a non-governmental organisation
which is aiming to involve the children from their earliest age into the world of
technology, through interactive activities. The CoderDojo movement believes an
understanding of programming languages is increasingly important in the modern
world and it’s both better and easier to learn these skills early, so everyone should
be given the opportunity to do so.
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PARTYTIME
December started with an early Christmas party. Once again,
we proved we know the formula of a great party. We kept the
tradition and took team members outside of town to celebrate
another successful year together in a luxurious environment.
The venue was Regnum Bansko Apart Hotel & SPA, where we
enjoyed excellent accommodation and relaxing atmosphere.
The evening on 2nd of December started with tasty dinner and
stand-up comedian. After that, we have continued the party with
DJ performance, dances and great mood till late.

CHRISTMAS MOOD ON
To keep up the Christmas mood in the office after
the party, we have placed plenty of Christmas
cards designed by children at the reception desk.
They were available for purchase and everything
collected was donated to the I CAN TOO Foundation
in support of kids with special needs.
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In addition to this initiative, this December we
have started a new tradition – Christmas Charity
Bazaar. On the 16th of December the Christmas
spirit was all around the office and the qClub
was full of delicious homemade cookies, muffins,
meatballs and handmade cards our colleagues
have prepared. Everything was sold out in seconds
and in line with our strategy to support educational
causes, we’ve donated the collected money to
the Robotics school in Gabrovo. Its goal is to
increase students’ interest in Physics, Computer
science and Information and Communications
Technology.
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